TAMING THE TONUGE
PART THREE
"If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his religion is worthless." James 1:26 (NIV) 

"Set a guard over my mouth, O Lord; keep watch over the door of my lips." Psalm 141:3 (NIV) 

      I.      Argumentative Tongue

Avoiding a fight is a mark of honor; only fools insist on quarreling. Proverbs 20:3 (NLT)

Starting a quarrel is like opening a floodgate, so stop before a dispute breaks out. Proverbs 17:14 (NLT)

Agree with your adversary quickly, while you are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver you to the judge, the judge hand you over to the officer, and you be thrown into prison. Matthew 5:25 (NKJV)

II. Flattering Tongue

These people are grumblers and complainers, living only to satisfy their desires. They brag loudly about themselves, and they flatter others to get what they want. Jude 16 (NLT)

     III.        The Hasty Tongue

So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak  James 1:19 (NKJV)

Do you see a man hasty in his words? There is more hope for a fool than for him. Proverbs 29:20 (NKJV)

He who answers before listening— that is his folly and his shame. Proverbs 18:13 (NIV)

Do not be rash with your mouth, And let not your heart utter anything hastily before God. For God is in heaven, and you on earth; Therefore let your words be few. Ecclesiastes 5:2 (NKJV)

When you make a vow to God, do not delay to pay it; For He has no pleasure in fools. Pay what you have vowed— Ecclesiastes 5:4 (NKJV)

And Jephthah made a vow to the Lord, and said, “If You will indeed deliver the people of Ammon into my hands, then it will be that whatever comes out of the doors of my house to meet me, when I return in peace from the people of Ammon, shall surely be the Lord’s, and I will offer it up as a burnt offering.” Judges 11:30-31 (NKJV)

When Jephthah came to his house at Mizpah, there was his daughter, coming out to meet him with timbrels and dancing; and she was his only child. Besides her he had neither son nor daughter. And it came to pass, when he saw her, that he tore his clothes, and said, “Alas, my daughter! You have brought me very low! You are among those who trouble me! For I have given my word to the Lord, and I cannot go back on it.” Judges 11:34-35 (NKJV)

So he said, “Go.” And he sent her away for two months; and she went with her friends, and bewailed her virginity on the mountains. And it was so at the end of two months that she returned to her father, and he carried out his vow with her which he had vowed. She knew no man. And it became a custom in Israel Judges 11:38-39 (NKJV)

       IV.   The Tactless Tongue

Let your conversation be gracious and attractive so that you will have the right response for everyone. Colossians 4:6 (NLT)

When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. Daniel 2:14 (NIV)

The purposes of a man’s heart are deep waters, but a man of understanding draws them out. Proverbs 20:5 (NIV)

       V.   The Self-Deprecating Tongue

Moses said to the Lord, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” The Lord said to him, “Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; I will help you speak and will teach you what to say.” Exodus 4:10-12 (NIV)
