Friendship Sunday
Sermon Outline Notes

"Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work: If one falls down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no one to help him up!" Ecclesiastes 4:9-10 (NIV)

The Seven marks of True Friends!
I.  I must be committed to that person as a friend. 

"A man of many companions may come to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother." Proverbs 18:24 (NIV)

"Some friendships do not last, but some friends are more loyal than brothers." Proverbs 18:24 (GNT)

II. I must be considerate.  I must care about their needs, their values, their interests, their hurts.  I must be forgiving. 

"Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves." Romans 12:10 (NIV)

"Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves." Philippians 2:3 (NIV)

"Love forgets mistakes; nagging about them parts the best of friends." Proverbs 17:9 (The Living Bible)

III. I must be caring.  

"Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn." Romans 12:15 (NIV)

IV. I must be confidential.  You've got to learn to keep a secret if you're going to be a friend.

"A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy man keeps a secret." Proverbs 11:13 (NIV)

"He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends." Proverbs 17:9 (NIV)

V.  I must be candid.  I must be able to speak frankly and openly and honestly with my friends and tell them the truth even when it hurts. 

"Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses." Proverbs 27:5-6 (NIV)

"An honest answer is a sign of true friendship." Proverbs 24:26 (GNT)

VI. I must be constructive.  I must build people up rather than tear them down. 

"As iron sharpens iron, friend shapes friend."Proverbs 27:17 (Knox)
"And so encourage one another and help one another, just as you are now doing. " 1 Thessalonians 5:11 (GNT)

VII. I must be consistent, loyal, dependable, and reliable.  

"Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends." John 15:13 (NIV)

"This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. - Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth." 1 John 3:16-18 (NIV)







