FAITH UNDER FIRE
(The Persecuted Church)
Sermon Notes Outline
I)  Who was after Paul?
"After many days had gone by, the Jews conspired to kill him, but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they kept close watch on the city gates in order to kill him. But his followers took him by night and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall." Acts 9:23-25 (NIV)

II) Who is after you? 
"In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted," 2 Timothy 3:12 (NIV)
A)  Governmental rulers. 

" It was about this time that King Herod arrested some who belonged to the church, intending to persecute them. He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the sword." Acts 12:1-2 (NIV)
B)  Religious people. 

"Then the chief priests and the elders of the people assembled in the palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and they plotted to arrest Jesus in some sly way and kill him." Matthew 26:3-4 (NIV)

"“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”" Acts 2:36 (NIV)

"Pilate said, “Take him yourselves and judge him by your own law.” “But we have no right to execute anyone,” the Jews objected." John 18:31 (NIV)

C)  Merchants 

"When the owners of the slave girl realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to face the authorities." Acts 16:19 (NIV)
D)  Mobs
"But the Jews were jealous; so they rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, formed a mob and started a riot in the city. They rushed to Jason’s house in search of Paul and Silas in order to bring them out to the crowd." Acts 17:5 (NIV)

E)  Family 

"For I have come to turn “ ‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’" Matthew 10:35-36 (NIV)

"When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”" Luke 2:48 (NIV)

F)  satan 

"For we wanted to come to you—certainly I, Paul, did, again and again—but Satan stopped us." 1 Thessalonians 2:18 (NIV)

