THE BATTLEFIELD OF THE MIND

Part Seven
Sermon Outline Notes

I.  God does not want me to speak or think evil about my neighbor. 

" Don’t speak evil against each other, dear brothers and sisters. If you criticize and judge each other, then you are criticizing and judging God’s law. But your job is to obey the law, not to judge whether it applies to you." James 4:11 (NLT)

"Tell them not to speak evil of anyone, but to be peaceful and friendly, and always to show a gentle attitude towards everyone." Titus 3:2 (GNT)

II. Time is running out. 

      A.  First your relationship with God is going to suffer.  
"And this is the second thing you do: You cover the altar of the Lord with tears, With weeping and crying; So He does not regard the offering anymore, Nor receive it with goodwill from your hands. Yet you say, “For what reason?” Because the Lord has been witness Between you and the wife of your youth, With whom you have dealt treacherously; Yet she is your companion And your wife by covenant." Malachi 2:13-14 (NKJV)

B. Your life is going to fall apart. 
"Anyone who thinks and speaks evil can expect to find nothing good—only disaster." Proverbs 17:20 (GNT)

III. Some of the benefits of not speaking evil about others.
      A.  Entering God’s manifest presence.  
"A psalm of David. Who may worship in your sanctuary, Lord? Who may enter your presence on your holy hill? Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, speaking the truth from sincere hearts. Those who refuse to gossip or harm their neighbors or speak evil of their friends." Psalm 15:1-3 (NLT)

      B.  Enjoying Life. 

"As the scripture says: “Whoever wants to enjoy life and wishes to see good times, must keep from speaking evil and stop telling lies." 1 Peter 3:10 (GNT)

 "“Do you really love life? Do you want to be happy? Then stop saying cruel things and quit telling lies. " 1 Peter 3:10 (CEV)

IV. I must not think evil of others, if I do think evil I will speak evil.  
"Out of the mind come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual sins, stealing, lying, and speaking evil of others." Matthew 15:19 (NCV)

V. I need to change the way I think about others.  
"Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres." 1 Corinthians 13:4-7 (NIV)
“I am patient, I am kind. I do not envy, I do not boast, I am not proud. I am not rude, I am not self-seeking, I am not easily angered, I keep no record of wrongs. I do not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. I always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.."
I  will not think about the wrongs other have done to me but when tempted to think evil I will think of all the ways they have blessed me and done good to me. 

I will not desire bad and evil things to happen to this person but I will pray for good things and success to come their way.  I will watch their back and protect them, I will look out for their best interest, I will not give up believing in them no matter what! 
"Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things." Philippians 4:8 (NIV)







